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Description of the paper: This paper describes the results of the first four years of tree vegetation monitoring in Mount Papandayan Nature Reserve, one of the Javan montane forest ecosystem. The results of the study suggest that a permanent plot is a powerful tool to study the dynamics of tree vegetation, especially mortality, recruitment, and growth. The tree vegetation structure and composition in the plot was a typical mature, old growth Javan montane forest dominated by late successional tree species. After four years of plot establishment, a repeated census and monitoring showed that the tree recruitment was slightly higher than mortality, showing a good sign of forest regeneration.
 
Importance of the paper: Even though there were numerous studies on forest vegetation in Indonesia, studies on forest permanent plots are still limited. In most cases, the lack of continuous funding and difficulties to access the forest area were the main reasons. This study reported tree vegetation monitoring results from the first permanent plot in Mount Papandayan, Java, Indonesia. Some of this mountain area was degraded due to landuse conversion and illegal logging. Several reforestation projects using commercially available tree seedlings have been done to restore the degraded forest areas but deemed unsuccessful since there was still limited knowledge on propagating native tree species. Besides that, comparative data on the actual in situ native tree species mortality and growth is also unknown. Studying the dynamics of tree communities in a permanent plot, such as the one presented in this study, is a way to answer this problem. 
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